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USC professor
named first poet
laureate of Columbia
Lauren Shirley
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Students remember
MLK Jr. with service

@SURELYLAUREN

On Jan. 15 at the historic Seibels House, Ed
Madden was officially announced as the city’s first
poet laureate for the city of Columbia. Madden is
an associate professor of English and the director
of the Women’s and Gender Studies Program at
USC.
“I am excited to have been chosen for this
position and really honored to be the fi rst poet
selected,” Madden said in an interview with Free
Times. “Columbia is a city so rich in writers. I’m
also very humbled.”
Prior to ser ving as Columbia’s Cit y Poet
Laureate, Madden was the writer in residence at
the Riverbanks Zoo’s Botanical Garden where
he encouraged members of the community to
engage in the writing of poetry and exploration
of literary arts. He has also written three books
of poetry, with a fourth, “Ark,” due out in 2016.
“I anticipate learning the city,” Madden said
in an interview with USC. “One of the things I
want to do is to get to know the stories of the city,
historical and contemporary. I feel like my job is
not just to promote the arts but to document this
city at this moment.”
This new-to-Columbia position was created
in Oct. 2014 by the cit y and the nonprof it
organizat ion, One Columbia for A rts and
History.
“There are measurable ways to gauge the
ef fec t iveness of t he posit ion: How ma ny
workshops did you set up? How many readings?

Courtesy of Luis Sierra

MLK Jr. Day of Service on Monday was completely full, with over 200 students volunteering. This event has
been a USC tradition for 19 years, encouraging students to take advantage of their day off from classes.

Brandon Waltz and Brittany Franceschina K ing’s life and teachings. The
@THEGAMECOCK

The Office of Leadership and
Service Center is celebrating the life
of Martin Luther King Jr. through
the MLK Jr. Days of Service and
event series.
The university has been holding
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
of Service since 1996, allowing
students to make more out of their
days off from classes. The MLK
Jr. Day of Service on Monday was
completely filled, but students have
another opportunity to serve this
Saturday.
A c c ord i n g t o Lu i s Sie r r a ,
leadership coach in the Leadership
and Ser vice Center, the MLK
Jr. Days of Service are especially
important as students reflect on

Courtesy of USC

Ed Madden will have a $2,000 budget annually
for his four-year term as the city’s poet laureate.
How many young writers did you help get into
print?” he said in a USC interview. “But there
are also less tangible measures, like how strong a
sense of literary community we build and how the
literary arts contribute to the life and livelihood
of the city.”
As the poet laureate, Madden will have a $2,000
annual budget to work with throughout the year
in order to promote and strengthen the fine arts
community within local schools, libraries and
writing groups.
Madden hopes that his poetry and opportunity
as poet laureate will reach deeper than just poetry
and offer a unique perspective on life experiences.
“If poetry can be one of the ways we explore
what’s deeply human about us, it would be really
nice to create a forum for exploring ways in which
words can also be part of the healing process,”
Madden said in his USC interview.
Madden’s first readings as official City Poet
Laureate will be on Jan. 20 at the State of the
City Address and Feb. 17 at the commemoration
events for the 150th anniversary of the burning of
Columbia, but he hopes his appointment as poet
laureate will be more than just poetry readings
and work-hops. Madden hopes that his poetry
will offer a unique perspective on life experiences.
“I’m poet laureate, my focus is poetry, but I
think my charge is to promote the literary arts in
general,” Madden said, in his interview with USC.
“I want a community where we not only know
each other but support each other and are willing
to critique each other. There’s a point in building
a community where you move past the rah-rah
promotion of the arts to serious reflection on the
quality of the arts. In the literary community, we
still need to do both, I think.”
Madden will serve the city of Columbia for a
four-year term beginning this year.

goal of t hese days is to help
everyone reflect on ways in which
they can continue serving their
communities, their country and the
world beyond these days of service,
as we all work together to build
the concept of beloved community
that King believed in and worked
towards.
“ We h o p e f o r e v e r y o n e
volunteering during our Days of
Service to truly make an impact
t hroughout Columbia,” Sierra
said. “We also want this day to
impact the lives of every one of our
volunteers in one way or another.
Whether this is their first time
serving or their 20th, it is our goal
for these Days of Service to plant
seeds among those serving and
inspire life-long volunteerism.”
After they served on Monday,

students had the opportunity to
hear from US Secretary of Labor
Thomas Perez.
The rest of the week also has
a focus on Martin Luther King
Jr. I n t he spi r it of K i ng a nd
social activism, USC NAACP is
hosting an event titled “Building
our Beloved Community: What’s
Next?” on Tuesday. They invite
students to “join us as we talk about
creating a plan of action that we
as Carolinians can use to seek
solutions to some of the issues that
exist in society today.”
On Thursday, t he Off ice of
Multicultural Student Affairs is
starting off this semester’s Diversity
Dialogue series with a discussion
titled “MLK and COINTELPRO.”
T he d i s c u s s io n w i l l f e at u r e
SeeMLKPAGE3

Public relations student takes
fundraising into her own hands
Brandon Waltz
@BRANDONDWALTZ

Like many students, fourth-year public relations
student Molly Rigatti fi nished last semester by
completing a project. Unlike most students, her
project was a concert at The Cotton Gin in Five
Points that benefited charity.
Rigatti was a student in professor Lisa Sisk’s
Journalism 531: Public Relations Campaigns class
last semester. This course required the students
to create and execute a public relations campaign
for an organization as the semester-long Capstone
project. Rigatti and classmate Casey Pigott chose
to do theirs for USC Dance Marathon.
“I have served USCDM as a public relations
coordinator for the past two years and have truly
fallen in love with the organization and what it
does,” Rigatti said about choosing USC Dance
Marathon.
USC Dance Marathon started as a single event
in 1999 to raise money for the Palmetto Health
Children’s Hospital. The main event, featuring
dancing, games and other entertainment, has
continued every year since. It has also become
USC’s largest student-run philanthropy, raising
money for Palmetto Health in additional ways
throughout the year.
“Because USCDM launched its ‘Half a Million
in Half the Time’ campaign in September, we
decided to couple community engagement and
fundraising,” Rigatti said. “We spent a few weeks
researching what USCDM currently does in the
realm of community engagement and fundraising
efforts and wanted to build on the strengths of
existing efforts.”
Rigatti and Pigott wanted to do the fundraising

Courtesy of Molly Rigatti

Molly Rigatti helped raise money for USC Dance
Marathon by hosting a concert at a Five Points bar.
where students were already spending money,
so they looked into having a concert in Five
Points. John Sears, owner of The Cotton Gin,
SeeRIGATTIPAGE3
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Gamecocks take on Volunteers at home
Kelli Caldwell
@TDG_SPORTS

The Gamecocks are home
for the week, but will fi nd no
rest.
Coming back to Columbia
after a victory is one thing, but
after losing to an SEC school,
the coming home factor does
not h ave t he sa me ef fec t .
South Carolina will quickly
have to turn around to play in
its next game.
Hosted by Auburn (10-7, 2-2
SEC), South Carolina (10-6,
1-3 SEC) could not fi nish the
game strong and lost to the
Tigers 71-68.
In t he f irst half t he
Gamecocks were already down
39-29, and according to head
coach Frank Martin, they were
not playing their best to take
on the Tigers.
“We tried, and we turned it
over way too much in the fi rst
half,” Martin said. “We just
didn’t play strong enough in
the fi rst half.”
By t he second ha lf t he
Gamecocks came out strong,
scoring 39 points compared to
the Tigers who only scored 32
points.
Sophomore guard Sindarius
Thornwell, commented on the
team’s playing abilit y in the
fi rst half of the game.
“ I t h i n k it wa s more u s
being careless and having lazy
passes,” said Thornwell. “I’m
not saying it was necessarily
tough, we just didn’t do what
we needed to do. They wanted
it more than we did, and that’s
what it comes down to.”
Auburn is known for scoring

well, averaging 67 points per
game, and for having a crowd
at home cheering t hem on.
Martin said he admires the
amount of fans that came out
to suppor t t he Tigers a nd
believes it had a lot to do with
Auburn winning.
“There is a reason they won
today. That right there (the
support from fans) had a lot
to do with it. We got rattled
coming out the stretch,” said
Martin. “Winning on the road
is hard because of that right
there.”
Even though the Gamecocks
could not bring home a victory,
T hor nwel l s a id he k now s
t he y w i l l le a r n f r om t h i s
loss and move on to the next
game against the Tennessee
Volunteers.
“It helps us overcome
a d v e r s it y. We le a r n f r o m
our mistakes and down t he
stretch we k now what to do
and what not to do, and we
just get better from it,” said
Thornwell.
The last time these two SEC
schools met were in the SEC
tournament, and Tennessee
took the victory 59-44. South
Carolina has also fallen to this
team in their last 14 meetings.
I n t heir f irst t ime meet ing
this season, the Gamecocks
will host the Volunteers (11-5,
3-1 SEC) in Columbia, South
Carolina.
Tennessee has recently beat
Missouri 59-51 on the road
a nd w ill bring t hat energ y
to Columbia to defend their
w i n n i n g t it le a g a i n s t t he
Gamecocks.
SeeBASKETBALLPAGE9

Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

South Carolina will attempt to beat Tennessee in their first meeting since the SEC tournament.

Women’s basketball dominates
Hockey
Gators in best start to season history plays back
Brennan Doherty

@BRENNAN_DOHERTY

The best way to describe South
Carolina’s play Monday night would
be dominant.
Fr o m s t a r t t o f i n i s h , S o u t h
Carolina (18-0, 6-0) looked like the
nation’s No. 1 team in Gainesville,
Florida, as the Gamecocks wasted
no time building a substantial lead
early on a nd beat Flor ida (9-10,
1-5) handily, winning 77-42 to stay
undefeated on the season.
The Gamecocks have now won six
straight games against the Gators,
and South Carolina’s 6-0 starts in
conference play is a program best.
Ju nior shoot ing g uard Tif fany
Mitchell continued her hot streak
as she led a balanced South Carolina
scoring attack with 18 points.
M i t c h e l l , S o u t h C a r o l i n a ’s
leading scorer on the season, is now
averaging 15.2 points per game and
has now scored in double-digits in
14 of South Carolina’s 18 games this
season.
Fre s h m a n s m a l l f or w a rd A’ja
Wilson also added 16 points in 21
minutes off the bench. Wilson is
now averaging 11.8 points per game
in SEC play.
Additionally, freshman point guard
Bianca Cuevas scored in doubledigits with 11 points.
South Carolina’s offensive prowess
was propel led by it s dept h, a nd
abilit y to score near t he basket.
South Carolina had 46 points in the
paint, while the Gamecock reserves
accounted for 47 points, five more
points than the entire Florida team.
As a team, South Carolina shot an
impressive 59.3 percent from the field
and led 40-17 at halftime.
Mea nwh i le, head coach Daw n
Staley’s team had another strong
game defensively and held Florida to
just 27.1 percent shooting, marking
t he 11t h st ra ight ga me t hat t he
G amecock s held its opponent to
below 40 percent shooting.
South Carolina’s rout didn’t stop at
halftime either, and the Gamecocks,
who led by 40 points at one point,
outscored the Gators 37-25 in the
second half.
Moving on, South Carolina will
have a much tougher test in its next

to back
games
Claudia Chakamian
@CLAUDIA_MARIE96

Jeffrey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Gamecocks rout away from home to increase their undefeated record this season.
game at home against No. 10 Texas
A&M on Monday, Jan. 26.
Since Texas A&M joined the SEC

beginning in the 2012-2013 season,
South Carolina is 0-3 against the
Aggies.

South Carolina’s hockey team
faced Liber t y Un iversit y last
weekend with full force and a lot
of intensity.
After two nights of games, 19
combined goals and 56 combined
penalties, both games were full of
excitement.
Sout h Carolina won Friday
n ight 7- 6 but fel l to Liber t y
Sat urday night 4 -2, failing to
score early.
The Gamecocks are now 1211-2 for the season and currently
ranked No. 5 in the A merican
Collegiate Hockey Association
D3 South Regional rankings.
Sophomore Julian Dipaolo had
two strong nights. Friday night,
he gave the Gamecocks their fi rst
two goals and helped the team
catch up and tie Liberty in the
fi rst period.
“I’m sure that helped everyone
get going in the right direction,
but it wasn’t anything I did, it
just happened to be me to score
f irst,” Dipaolo said. “We had
momentum the whole game and
everyone was working hard. I just
happened to be the one to get the
goals.”
Friday’s game had a total of 34
penalties, half of those coming
f rom Sout h Carolina players.
Although this can lead to fun and
exciting moments for fans, it did
not give the teams enough time to
play good hockey.
“I don’t really think it was a
real hockey game,” coach Mike
Lee said. “But I’m glad we pulled
through with a win from it. I’m
SeeHOCKEYPAGE9
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Police officer suspended without pay after video of
him punching a man is posted on social media
Investigator Tyrone Pugh of the Columbia Police was suspended without pay
after a video was posted on social media showing him punching a man on the
ground outside a concert early Sunday morning, The State reported.
In the 15-second video, Pugh is in uniform kneeling on a man on the
ground, who is laying to his side. He strikes the man in the head area at least
five times. According to Columbia Police Chief Skip Holbrook, the officer has
no previous disciplinary record within the record.
The man on the ground, whose name has not been released, was not
arrested, a Columbia police spokeswoman said. Two other 23-year-old men
were arrested and charged for fighting.
— Natalie Pita, News Editor

Corporation funds project to clean, find historical
artifacts in the Congaree River
SCANA Corporation is investing in a $18.5 million project to remove 40,000
tons of black tar found several years ago in the Congaree River, The State
reported.
The project, which will last about three years, serves as both an environmental
cleanup and a historical endeavor. After removing the tar, which was discharged
by a power plant that has been closed for six decades, the corporation will likely
fi nd Confederate objects that were dumped into the river by Union troops 150
years ago.
The project will be surrounded by 2,100 feet of fencing, 210 warning signs,
security guards and a prefabricated bridge to protect a city sewer line.
— Natalie Pita, News Editor

High school student fatally stabs classmate
over Snapchat message

South Carolina. The Board of Student Publications and Communications
is the publisher of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media
is the newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies may
be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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A 16-year-old student from Wando High School in Mount Pleasant was
charged in murder after he fatally stabbed classmate Lucas Cavanaugh, The
Associated Press reported.
The accused student was visiting his girlfriend on Sunday night when he saw
that Cavanaugh had sent a message to his girlfriend on Snapchat. The suspect
replied to 17-year-old Cavanaugh daring him to come over.
The two teenagers began to fight once Cavanaugh arrived at the house, and
the suspect left the scene after stabbing Cavanaugh in the chest.
— Natalie Pita. News Editor

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us know about it. Email editor@
dailygamecock.com and we will print the correction in our next issue.

Check out

The Newsroom

We’ll be there!

dailygamecock.com/blog/newsroom
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Russell House
University Union
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FROMMLK1
examination of a recently discovered
FBI “suicide note” to King, as well as
“why this note still matters, impact of
government, and privacy laws.”
Throughout the week is the second
MLK Faculty/Staff Food Drive, which
benefits Gamecock Pantry. Last year
1,144 items were donated through this
drive, an amount those involved hope
to surpass this year.
“It’s not just sitting and teaching
t hem, but get t i ng i nvolved a nd
prov iding resources t hat can be

Courtesy of Luis Sierra

US secretary of labor presented to
students after they finished serving.

beneficial to them,” said Rachel Smith,
third-year international studies student
and director of the Gamecock Pantry.
“It also gives them an opportunity
to hear more about it, which is really
exciting because students may not
come in contact with us, but they will
come in contact with a faculty person
no matter what. If the faculty knows,
then everybody can know.”
Gamecock Pantry is a food bank
ava i lable to a l l st udent s w it h a
CarolinaCard. Students can fill out a
form and take up to ten items per week,
or ten items per person if they have
dependents.
“The root of what Dr. King wanted
and was focusing on was providing
opportunities for all. In his case it was
often due to racial differences, but
in general he was a big advocate of
human rights and giving everybody
the opportunit y to improve their
lifestyle,” Smith said. “The pantry has
the unique position to allow students
to get the resources they need ... by
providing something as simple as food
for those who need it, they then have
the opportunit y to focus on their
education, and that can help create that
equal playing field.”

FROMRIGATTI1
had helped with Dance Marathon
as a student at Penn State, and he
said he was happy to host the event.
Local artists Waccamaw and DJ Bois
Obscur agreed to play at the concert.
One of the hardest parts of the
proce s s wa s schedu l i ng a rou nd
everyone’s calendars.
“O u r biggest d if f ic u lt y i n
pla n n i ng ou r event was t he
timing. It was difficult to plan our
schedule around the schedules of
our organization leaders, hospital
leaders and universit y st udents,”
Rigatti said. “When we fi nally got
a date nailed down with the venue

3

and entertainment, it confl icted with
other USC functions and we were
t hen limited to one week before
fi nals.”
The event took place on Dec.
2, 2014. R igatti hopes to help in
expanding USC Dance Marathon’s
“For The Kids” campaign around
the state.
“I love people and doing
everything I can to put people in
their most advantageous position,”
Rigatti said. “I believe that it is our
university’s job to make our campus
optimal for all students.”

Donald Portnoy, Music Director

USC Symphony Orchestra

A Tribute to Sidney Palmer
Music of American pianist, conductor and composer
with the Sandlapper Singers and Charles Fugo, piano.
Neil Casey conducts.

Thurs., Jan. 22, 7:30 p.m.

Koger Center for the Arts
sc.edu/music/orchestra-season
$8 – $30 803.251.2222 or capitoltickets.com
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Columbia hosts holistic festival

Avadh Rana / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Festival of Healing and Spiritual Awareness uses methods of meditation and alternative healing to help its patrons get closer in touch with their own inner beings.

Morgan Smith
@MORETHANMORGAN

This past weekend, spiritual counselors and healers
of different methodologies gathered at The Coop to
share information about what it is that they do, giving
the people of Columbia a chance to experience their
alternative practices.
The Festival of Healing and Spiritual Awareness
featured experts on ref lexology, dreaming and
alternative healing. Vendors sold handmade jewelry
and stones, art and literature, food and unique
services to help people link up with their inner truths.
Patrons had the options of attending one-of-a-kind
workshops such as an introduction to meditation or
past life therapy, connecting with spiritual artists and
meeting with psychic, intuitive healers.
A spiritual healer is a person who allows himself or
herself to be used as a channel for the flow of healing
light and energy. This can be done to benefit one’s self
or for the benefit of others.
Justin Blackburn, an Intuitive Inner Healer, whose
intent is to pinpoint and remove any blockages
keeping you from the powerful soul truth of the
divine beauty that you are, was one of the energy
readers featured at the festival. He discovered this
ability when he attended USC and has been exploring
it for the past nine years.
“I had a roommate who was psychic,” Blackburn
said. “All these people started coming to my apartment
to get readings from him, and I didn’t really care that
much about it at the time. Then, one day, he gave me

a reading and told me I am psychic too.”
From that point on, Blackburn decided to learn
more about how to use this talent. Over time, he has
learned to use his intuition and perceptiveness to tap
into the client’s energy.
“If I am with a client, I feel an unconditional love

for them,” Blackburn said. “I pick up on the positive
things about them. For example, I can feel if a person
has a lot of joy. Based on how they respond to me
telling them this, I can tell if they are in tune with
SeeFESTIVALPAGE5
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Vendors of the festival sold a mix of handmade jewelry and stones, alongside new age art, literature and food.

Movie pinpoints internal struggles of war
“American Sniper”
Released: Jan. 16
Rated: R
Starring: Bradley Cooper
Directed by: Clint Eastwood
Duration: 132 minutes

B+

Kylie Tokar
@KYLIE_TOKES

The stor y of Nav y
S E A L C h r i s Ky l e’s
immeasurable patriotism
and selflessness destroyed
box off ice records,
surprising audiences with
its depth and relatability.
“American Sniper,” based

of f Kyle’s autobiography,
is a heartbreak ing tale of
bravery and sheds light on
t he i nter nal st r uggles of
countless service men and
women.
Not only does the movie
h i g h l i g h t Ky l e ’s f o u r
tours in Iraq, an extended
flashback helps viewers piece
together his past; his country
Ch rist ian upbring ings,

Courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures

Bradley Cooper takes on the poignant role of Navy Seal Chris Kyle in Clint Eastwood’s latest drama.

lessons lear ned f rom h is
fat her and h is ch ildhood
d rea m of bei ng a Tex a n
cowboy all play their part in
his eventual decision to join
the military. From there, his
life story unfolds, showing
drastic highs and lows in the
life of a man who sacrificed
so much for his cou nt r y,
event ually becom ing t he
deadliest sniper in American
military history.
Chris Kyle’s character,
played by a considerably
bulked-up Bradley Cooper, is
stripped down to the basics, a
simple man enjoying life and
love. The significance of his
personality is realized when
he returns from Iraq, each
time with a heavier heart and
a longing to find his place.
Viewers can see why he
feels like battle is where he
belongs, but t heir hearts
simultaneously break for the
loss of a man who was once
so thrilled to build a family.
Director Clint East wood
does a phenomenal job
creating tension in the stateside scenes, mimicking the
pressure Kyle felt to return
to Iraq. You’ll feel trapped, as
he does, when his love for his
family isn’t enough to take
away his constant vigilance

and anger.
The mid-section of the
movie moves a little slowly,
as Kyle and the SEALs tackle
several different missions,
but the story picks up when
the setting changes and he
finds himself going home.
Just when things seem too
tough, the mood lightens,
and he finds himself joking
a r o u n d w it h h i s f e l l o w
SEA Ls, just long enough
for you to wipe away a tear
from the last scene. Don’t
be fooled, however, because
the emotional roller coaster
starts again immediately. The
fi lm is realistic in the sense
that terror and heartbreak
arrive unexpectedly.
The juxtaposition of the
settings is astonishing, and
the audience begins to grasp
how hard it is for Kyle to
adjust. This true story, in
combi nat ion w it h clever
dialogue, makes the movie a
true work of art.
The theater is silent when
the movie ends. “American
Sniper” steals the audience’s
hearts and opens their eyes
to a life of a soldier who gave
everything he had and more
to his country.
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that or not. I can still feel the good
things about them, but now I know
that they have a wall up, and there is
something that is stopping them from
enjoying that aspect about themselves.”
Blackburn says t here are many
misinterpretations about what psychics
really do. He says the common person
and even some psychics tend to embrace
the idea that all psychics are kind of
“hokey” and can tell you the future.
“I don’t go into the future with
people,” Blackburn said. “I go into right
now. The future is not certain. You are
creating your future.”
Blackburn says it is really easy
for people’s idea of a psychic to get
misconstrued when they don’t know
what it is about. He says he thinks it
is important for people to know what
these abilities really are and where they
come from.
“People like to make it into this
special thing, but in reality, everybody
has it,” Blackburn said. “Everyone is
intuitive. Everyone has this gift.”
This is a common theme that many
of the healers made a point to stress at
the festival. Spiritual healers make it
their job to use their gifts to help other

people realize the depth to perception.
Many of these festival-goers were
completely new to these ideas and
relied solely on having an open mind
for understanding.
“A lot of people come here, and they
want answers,” Blackburn said. “I see
other psychics doing that, but you learn
more about the answers when you get
more real with yourself. All that stuff
can be helpful, but it’s not the ultimate
helpfulness. It’s more helpful to find
a balance of studying and listening to
yourself.”
Blackburn says that is his true motive
for his psychic abilities. By helping
others realize their own power within,
he can help people seek true happiness
without telling them their future. Many
of the workshops focused the hour
on teaching similar self-actualizing
ideals to help people recognize their
full potential as humans.
“ T he f i r s t work i s you , t he n
ever y t hing else falls into place,”
Blackburn said. “Once you feel really
good about who you are, nothing else
really matters. That’s something that
no one can really take away from you.”

Private Bedrooms & Bathrooms + Furnished Apartments + Private Storage Closets
Full-Sized Washer and Dryer + Electricity Included with Generous Cap + Cable TV
High-Speed Internet + Trash Removal + 24 Hour Maintenance + Gated Community
Individual Leases + Pool & Hot Tub + Hammock Garden + Sand Volleyball Court
Basketball Court + Tanning Bed + Fitness Center

StadiumSuites
@StadiumSuites

112 Silo Court
Columbia, SC 29201
803.779.3280
scsuites.com
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Career Center
Job Fair Prep Week
January 20-26th
Let us make you
#JobFairReadyGamecocks

Network with experts from various industries
while they review your resumes and answer all
of your job fair questions!
Featured companies include:
• ABB
• Blue Cross Blue Shield
• Boeing
• CDM Smith
• City Year
• Dollar General
• Fluor
• Goodwill Industries
• Grow Financial
• Hubbell Lighting
• Kohl’s
• Metso
• Mondelez International
• Mutual of Omaha
• Ross Stores
• SCANA
• SCDOT
• SEFA Group
• Shaw Industries
• Spartanburg Marriott
• Travelers

$tart $mart
Workshop
Gain practical knowledge
about salary negotiations and
the gender wage gap.
Jan. 22nd
4:00 - 7:00 pm
Career Center, TCL, Level 5
* Registration is required for
this event: Jobmate ID #1855

• United Cerebral Palsy of SC
• Vanguard
• Waffle House
• Wesco Trailers

Thomas Cooper Library, Level 5
Phone: (803) 777-7280
College of Engineering and Computing Satellite
1A01 Swearingen Bldg. Phone: (803) 777-1949
To see the full schedule of events,
visit sc.edu/career/Events/JFPW

@UofSCCareers
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Career Center
University of South Carolina

Career Fest &
the S.E.T. Fair
Held concurrently, Career Fest is for non-technical
positions and the S.E.T. Fair is for science, engineering,
& technology positions. Employers will be hiring for
internships and full-time jobs that are available.

Student Health Services

Flu Season is Here
South Carolina is currently in the top 10 in the nation for
the number of ﬂu cases, so it’s important you protect
yourself from the ﬂu. The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) recommends a three-step
approach to prevent or ﬁght the ﬂu: 1) get vaccinated,
2) take everyday preventive actions to stop the spread
of germs that lead to the ﬂu and 3) if diagnosed with
the ﬂu, take antiviral medications prescribed by your
doctor to treat the ﬂu.
It’s not too late to get the ﬂu
vaccine, which is still available
at the Thomson Student Health
Center for FREE for students;
$20 for faculty/staff. Just walk
in; no appointment is needed.
Even if you get the ﬂu, the
vaccine helps build your
immunity, which could lessen
the severity and duration of ﬂu
symptoms.
Wash your hands often with
warm, soapy water, especially
after touching surfaces.

TUESDAY

January

27

Visit www.sa.sc.edu/shs/ﬂu for
other ﬂu prevention tips and
more information about ﬂu
symptoms.

12 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Columbia Metropolitan
Convention Center
Shuttle service is provided with
stops at Capstone, Thomas
Cooper Library (Sumter Street
stop), and Swearingen (north of
building on Main Street). Look for
“Job Fair Shuttle” signs.

Visit each job fair website on our homepage or scan the
QR code with your smart phone.
Need help getting ready for the job fairs? Visit “Job Fair
Prep Week” on our homepage.
www.sc.edu/career
facebook.com/UofSCCareers
twitter.com/UofSCCareers

Students who have ﬂu symptoms should make an
appointment to see a General Medicine Center provider
online at www. sc.edu/myhealthspace or call
803-777-3175. Consultations with the General Medicine
Center providers are included in the student health fee,
which all full-time students pay with their tuition. You can
also get over-the-counter medications to help with ﬂu
symptoms at the Thomson Student Health Center Pharmacy.

In support of Healthy Carolina
Improving student success
through healthy living
The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity
institution.
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Haley right
in fighting
Uber ban
Ross
Abbott
Third-year
business student
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USC professor
deserves city poet
laureate position
In 2007, he won t he Sout h
Carolina Poetry Book Prize for
“Signals,” his poem compilation
a nd has been ver y ac t ive i n
pushing for LGBT rights. (He,
a long w it h h is pa r t ner Ber t
Easter, have the distinction of
being the first gay couple to be

ISSUE
Columbia picked Ed
Madden as poet laureate.
OUR STANCE
He’s worthy for the job in
more ways than one.
Poetry buffs aside, it’s safe to
say that even the most explosive
SC -ba sed p oet s — l i ke R ay
McManus or Nikky Finney —
don’t have t he audience t hey
deserve.
For one reason or another, the
nerve-jolt that comes with reading
a well constructed poem isn’t the
kind of experience that people
really connect with any more,
even a mong Sout h Ca rol i na
college students.
W hich is why we’re glad to
see that Columbia is taking the
small, important step of creating
a position for a city poet laureate.
And if anyone deserves to be the
first poet laureate of Columbia,
South Carolina, Ed Madden does.
As the Director of the Women’s
and Gender Studies Program at
USC and an associate professor
of English, Madden represents
the best that USC has to offer in
terms of both artistic merit and
social activism.

“Like other cities,
Columbia has always
turned to its artists to
give voice to the times it
moves through.”
officially married in Richland
county.)
The appoint ment of a cit y
laureate isn’t just the deserved
recognition of a civic leader and
gifted artist: it’s also a recognition
of the form itself.
Po e t r y, u n l i k e c e r t a i n
recognizable public art
pieces in Columbia (including
“Tunnelvision” or the 5-ton fi re
hydrant on Taylor Street) isn’t
easy to cement to a specific place.

Creating a poet laureate position
is one of the best, and easiest,
methods to create permanent ties
between a city and its art. Cities
like Fresno, Boise, and Key West
have created laureate positions of
their own.
Additionally, and perhaps most
importantly, recognizing a gay
poet in this way helps contribute
to the narrative that Columbia
is a c it y wh ich pr ide s bot h
difference and perspective.
Finally, the duty of the laureate
to help publicize the art of poetry
is a self-fulfilling one. In his
duties to help bring poetry to
younger generations, as both a
professor and a laureate, Madden
is in a position to inspire other
talents to become future poet
laureates in turn.
The effect of all this will, with
luck, be a long string of Columbiabased poets, each influenced by
each other, giving the city the
kind of cultural through-line it
has lacked before this.
Like other cities, Columbia
has always turned to its artists to
give voice to the times it moves
through.
In lending its voice to Madden,
it has put itself in ver y good
hands.

I’m not usually a big fan of Gov. Nikki Haley, but
I’ve got to give credit where credit is due. In her letter
condemning the Public Service Commission’s ban on
Uber, she’s on the right side of history.
Uber is the most well-known company in the new
business of ride sharing. In simplistic terms, Uber is
like a 21st century taxi service: customers request a
ride using an app on their phones and are picked up
by drivers. In addition to using one’s mobile device to
hail a cab (much better than trying to wave one down
in the cold rain), Uber’s other innovative features
include a driver rating system, live GPS updates on
the driver’s location and electronic pay processing.
Uber also operates under a different employment
model — Uber drivers are almost all part time,
driving their own cars to pick up customers. Most
drivers are college students or young business
professionals looking to make a little extra cash in
their time off.
What all this means for customers is that drivers
have an incentive to create an environment that
customers will enjoy — they’re polite, quick and keep
their cars clean. And for the penny pinchers among
us, rides from Uber generally cost less than their
traditional taxi counterparts.
It’s easy to see, then, why Uber has become so
popular at the national level. Only recently has the
company expanded their operations into South
Carolina, where they currently operate in Greenville,
Myrtle Beach, Charleston and here in Columbia.
That is, unless the Public Service Commission
gets their way. On Thursday of last week they issued
a cease and desist order, requiring Uber to stop its
operations throughout the state until they have waded
through all of the Commission’s red tape, and even
then only if the Commission is gracious enough to let
them continue.
What’s the Commission’s beef with Uber, you
might ask? I’d have to guess it’s got something to do
with the large taxicab union and its lobbying arm.
For years the established taxi companies have had
an oligopoly (like a monopoly, but instead of only
one provider there are 3 or 4 working together)
throughout the state, and they have a vested interest
in maintaining that control.
It should come as little surprise, then, that
Columbia’s Checker Yellow Cab Co. and other taxi
companies throughout the state have filed lawsuits
against Uber with the aforementioned Public Service
Commission.
These groups claim that they are looking out for
the safety of the people of South Carolina, which
(according to its opponents) Uber is apparently a
threat to.
I agree with Haley that “restricting our citizens’
rights to options and economic opportunities is
massively detrimental to South Carolina.” If I want to
risk my life getting into the car with a stranger (who I
have at least been able to select based on their reviews,
which is more than traditional cab companies can
say), that’s my right.
If I’m not forcing my decision onto anyone else,
the Public Service Commission should keep its
regulatory nose out of my business.

“Meaning”in poetry dubious, but attainable
Emily
Stone
First-year public
relations major
Understanding the world of poetry can be a
challenge to some and a breeze to others.
Professors always encourage students to see the
message that is hidden in the text. There is no
right or wrong answer when it comes to literature
if the text supports one’s opinion.
However, just because the text supports it, does
that make it the writer’s intended message? No
one can call Jane Taylor and ask her what she
wanted the audience to insinuate in her famous
poem “The Star,” or better known as “Twinkle,
Twinkle Little Star.”
Is there always a deeper meaning when it comes
to poetry? That depends. Venn diagrams are all
over Facebook, Twitter and Tumblr with one

circle being what the poet meant and the other
being what an English teacher believes.
Symbolism is an important literary technique in
constructing a poem, but sometimes the curtains
are just blue. Once again though, it is impossible
or nearly impossible to get a hold of an author and
just ask them what they meant.
What’s the concrete meaning? There is never
a yes or no answer in the world of literature, it
seems.
Jane Taylor, a personal favorite, had well-known
literature works directed towards children. One of
her works, “The Cow and the Ass,” is a great way
to teach children to be polite and grateful. When
dissected it gets broken down into the cow being
oppressed and needs to be saved.
How does a poem meant for a child turn into a
spark for rebellion? Was Taylor secretly planning
to start a wave of new thoughts? We cannot be
sure, but we can say her texts supports this deeper
meaning.
It can be frustrating while trying to fi nd the
“hidden” meaning, especially if no one else sees
the poem from the same perspective. Tr ying
to find answers from an askew description is
completely d if ferent t ha n pieci ng toget her
metaphors and similes.

W hen it comes to a poem having a deeper
meaning, the answer is maybe. It’s not exactly a
crystal clear reply, but that is the good thing about
literature. There is never a right answer, and there
is never a completely wrong answer if you can
justify it.
L ook i nto t he poem, a nd leave no stone
unturned because there are so many possibilities
when it comes to fi nding the meaning of a poem.
As long as there is proof in the text and you’re
confident enough, any simple poem can have that
deep hidden meaning.

WHAT’S YOUR TAKE?

Want to see your opinions voiced in
The Daily Gamecock? Send guest
columns and letters to the editor to
viewpoints@dailygamecock.com.
Keep submissions between 300 to
600 words. Submissions are edited
for clarity, grammar, and style.
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EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

The Office of Undergraduate
Admissions is looking for
enthusiastic, dedicated
undergraduate students to
assist with recruitment this
year by calling prospective
students, admitted students
and their parents. Applicants
should possess strong
communication skills,
enthusiasm for USC, good
work ethic, professionalism,
and basic computer and
telephone skills. Students are
required to work a minimum of
two nights per week during the
hours of 5:00pm to 9:00pm
Monday through Thursday
throughout the school year,
except on University holidays.
Telecounseling pays $7.50/
hr, and training begins on
Tuesday, February 3rd.
Applications are available in
the Office of Undergraduate
Admissions located on the
Horseshoe in Lieber College
starting Monday, January 12,
2015. Application deadline:
Wednesday, January 21st at
5:00pm. For more information,
please call Alexandra Scovel
at 803-777-9106.

Why USC?
Gamecock Connection
Positions Available
Tell us why you love USC!
The Office of Undergraduate
Admissions is looking for
enthusiastic, dedicated
students to assist with
recruiting prospective students
at Admissions special events.
In this role you can share your
love for USC with prospective
students, admitted
students and their parents.
Applicants should possess
strong communication
skills, enthusiasm for USC,
good work ethic, and
professionalism. We are
looking for volunteers to assist
with Admissions events this
spring, and there will be a
mandatory training meeting for
new members. Applications
are available in the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions
located on the Horseshoe in
Lieber College. Application
deadline: Monday, February
2nd at 5:00 pm. For more
information, please call
Alexandra Scovel at 803-7779106.

GAIN VALUABLE MEDICAL
EXPERIENCE
Well Established, Fast paced
Downtown Columbia Medical
practice is interviewing for
candidates graduating in
May and planning to attend
medical school. Gain valuable
clinical experience while
applying to medical school.
The ideal candidate will have a
3.6 and higher GPA, graduate
in May 2015, superior work
ethic and high energy. On the
job training while being paid.
This job is full time. One year
commitment required.
Email resume to: guy@
physicianservicessc.com
Email guy@
physicianservicessc.com

Experienced Personal
Trainers needed
Pt and Ft hours available.
Gym is 1 mile from campus.
Contact Anne Marie for details
803.799.9455.
Email mfulmer44@aol.com

PHD • JORGE CHAM

EMPLOYMENT
Evening Waitstaff
Shifts start 4/6 pm and end
10/11 pm, closed Sunday’s .
Servers average 15$ per hour
with gratuities.
We will work around school
schedule best we can, our
servers average one year
longevity , that’s what we are
looking for .
One year casual or fine dining
experience required, we
generally promote from within,
great opportunity for some
older student to advance to
head waiter position with
considerable pay increase.
Head servers make between
$30/40 k annually
Thanks for looking, need a
couple sharp people to add to
our staff.
Apply on line Als Upstairs
Italian
Email alloftis@bellsouth.net

@thegamecock
1/20/15

•Landlord-Tenant
•Housing
•Consumer Protection
•Probate Law
•Domestic Relations
•Employment Law

Meet with an attorney for a FREE consultation

803-777-6611

Student
Legal Services

www.sa.sc.edu/student-legal-services

University of South Carolina Student Life

This service is provided in partnership with South Carolina Legal Services and funded through the Campus Activity Fee.

DOWN
1 Old-time
bandleader
Fields
2 “Dang!”
3 Org. concerned
with
whistleblower
laws
4 Whippersnapper
5 They mix well

Work study opportunities
available
$9 per hour for Under Grads
and $10 for Grad Students.
WORK-STUDY OFFICE
ASSISTANTS @ SC Vocational
Rehabilitation Dept. in West
Columbia, near the airport,
and a couple in Columbia
too. Media Arts, Marketing,
Education, Sociology &
Psychology students desired.
Duties vary but may include:
filing & organizing, data entry,
reception, & operating various
office equipment. Must be
proficient in Microsoft Office
Suite. Must have Work
Study Award. Please call
Cathy Smith @ 896-6553 for
interview. EOE

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5 Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury
party cruise. Accommodations
on the island at your choice
of thirteen resorts. Appalachia
Travel. www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Collaborate with friends
on projects that inspire
and make a difference.
Yo u c a n a c h i e v e
remarkable results. With
the Sun and New Moon
in Aquarius today, your
team’s on fire. Vision +
action = innovation.

A dream is within reach,
if you work toget her.
Encou rage a m i racle
worker. Rely on each
other. If you don’t take
action, an opportunity
dissolves. Good manners
help you gain altitude.
Make and accept
promises.

You retain information
especially well over the
nex t mont h w it h t he
Su n a nd Ne w Mo on
in Aquarius. Write it
all down. Begin a new
phase in a creative dream
project.

E xc it i ng ne w c a reer
opport unit ies appear.
Fo c u s o n ad v a nc i n g
your posit ion. A new
leadership phase dawns
w it h t he New Moon.
Ex press your passion
in your work. Explore
your creativity. Go for a
dream. Articulate your
vision and mission.

Virgo
Act decisively. Focus on
your work over the next
month with the Sun in
Aquarius. A new level of
service grows under the
New Moon. You don’t
want to go any where.
Trust your own good
sense.

Capricorn
The Aquarius Sun
and New Moon could
inspire new income, in
a new profitable phase.
E x p e n s e s c ou ld r i s e
as well, so keep sharp
w a t c h . D o n’t w a s t e
resources. Recycle for
maximum use. Realize a
financial dream by going
for it.

Libra

Aquarius

Tr avel b ec kon s over
t he nex t mont h w it h
t he Su n and New
Moon in Aquarius. Go
somewhere you’ve always
dreamed about. Study
and get your homework
done first. The workload
may be intense.

Discover an epiphany
about life, the universe
and everything. It’s all
about love. Share some.
New opportunities to
utilize your talents arise.
C ho o s e f or f u n a nd
passion. Have a larger
dream. Stand with your
heart.

You have the advantage
t his mont h, wit h
t he Su n and New
Mo o n i n y o u r s i g n ,
ushering in a confident,
powerf ul phase. Keep
you r p at ienc e . Ta k e
significant ground with
a personal dream.

Cancer

Scorpio

Imagine your family’s
f ut u re. Ne w i ncome
i s p o s s ib le . D i s c u s s
long -ter m goa l s a nd
how to get there. The
best things in life are
s t i l l f r e e . S o r t , f i le
and organize. Manage
accounts and paperwork.

Begin a new home phase
u nder t he Aquar ius
Su n a nd New Moon.
Take care of household
r e s p o n s ib i l it ie s a n d
projects. Get family on
board w it h t he pla n.
Take the first steps. Get
creative and save money.
Make dreams come true.

Savor sol it ude a nd
i nt ro sp ec t ion. M a ke
long-term plans.
Somet h i ng ’s com i ng
due. Listen to t he
wisdom of an elder. A
m i racle occ u rs when
least expected. Restore
me nt a l a nd phy s ic a l
energy through rest and
meditation.

Gemini

Current USC students can schedule appointments on Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. by calling:

ACROSS
1 One who heads
south for the
winter
9 Try to reach
15 1959 Mystics
song title word
repeated before
“Oh my darlin’
don’t you cry”
16 Legendary Irish
princess
17 Modern means of
connecting
18 Attach, in a way
19 Job follow-up?
20 Unvarying
21 Pinkish yellow
24 “Island in the
Sun” novelist
Waugh
26 ATM initials
29 Study of change?
33 Steams
35 1971 crime thriller
with four sequels
36 Defunct defense
gp.
38 Cultural prog.
funder
39 Reduces to bits
40 Some annual
victims
43 Romance novel
emotion
44 Rookies
46 P and Q, in D.C.
47 __-Z: collectible
Camaro
48 Govt. issue
50 Last Stuart
queen
52 Full-bodied
56 United
59 Shimmer with
color
61 Get excited
62 Novelist Chinua
Achebe, by birth
63 Southern legume
64 Rock from a sock

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOROSCOPES

Taurus

Need legal advice?

8

Pisces

Check out our fashion blog:

boots & bows

on dailygamecock.com

6 1930s-’50s
Arabian monarch
7 Sourdough
alternative
8 35-Across, e.g.:
Abbr.
9 Bailed-out
insurance co.
10 Easter, for one:
Abbr.
11 Souvenir for the
farmer’s wife?
12 Show with
jumping
13 NBA forward
Lamar __
14 Actress Russo
22 Key of
Beethoven’s Fifth
23 Work for a fee
24 March of ﬁction
25 “If I Were King of
the Forest” singer
26 Month after Adar
27 Party paper
28 1954 ﬁlm based
on the short story
“It Had to Be
Murder”
30 Yalta conferee
31 Wave peak
32 Methods: Abbr.
34 Agitated
37 Dairy case item
41 TV monitor

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

01/20/15

or download our
app!

42 Flash drive
function
45 Wraps
49 1975 Pulitzer
winner for
criticism
50 “Never Wave at
__”: 1953 ﬁlm
51 Poppaea’s
husband
53 Former VOA
overseer
54 Lingering sign
55 Second place?
57 -speak
58 Trafﬁc reporter?:

1 2 3 4

Abbr.
59 Switch
positions
60 Bake-off entry

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!
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BASKETBALLPAGE10
Two k e y pl a y e r s t o w at c h f or w it h t he
Volunteers are senior Josh Richardson and junior
Kevin Punter who score an average of 15.9 and
10.2 points per game, respectively.
This week ( Jan. 19-25) marks the Coaches vs.
Cancer Suits and Sneakers Week that helps bring
awareness to the fight against cancer. Martin and
his assistant coaches will take part in this event by
wearing sneakers in both home games.
T he G a me co c k s t a ke on t he Ten ne s see
Volunteers Tuesday at 9 p.m. in the Colonial Life
Arena.
HOCKEYPAGE10
hoping tomorrow we can play real hockey.”
Both teams went into Saturday’s game with a
fresh mindset. The Gamecocks came out strong,
but Liberty played harder. Intensity was still
high, penalties continued to rack up and both
teams played solid offense and defense. South
Carolina had plenty of opportunities, taking 50
shots, but Liberty goalie Pat Cormack made save
after save, only allowing two goals.
S e n i o r M i k e Fo s t e r a n d j u n i o r M i k e
Kochenash scored late in the third period for
an attempted comeback, but it wasn’t enough for
the win.
“Today, we gave it everything we had,” Dipaolo
said. “Their goalie had just an unbelievable
game.”
South Carolina also had good defense, with
goalie John Musciano saving 27 of Liberty’s 31
shots on goal.
Lee was more satisfied with his team after
Saturday’s game than the night before.
“We defi nitely played better hockey tonight,”
Lee said. “We played much straighter than last
night, but at the end of the day, the penalties still
killed us.”
The Gamecock s worked hard, but spent
too much time in the penalty box. With SEC
opponent Florida coming up this weekend, the
team needs to play more disciplined.
“At this point, it’s more about discipline,” Lee
said. “We solved one problem, we just need to
solve the other. We need to get to practice, work
hard and get ready for the next game.”

STUDENT GOVERNMENT
FILING FOR CANDIDACY
Tuesday, Jan. 20th &
Wednesday, Jan. 21st 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
RH 201 (SEC Room)
File for Student Body President, Vice President,
Treasurer or Student Senate

$50 to ﬁle for executive office
($45 is refundable)
$5 to ﬁle for Student Senate

For more information, please visit sa.sc.edu/sg/electioninformation
University of South Carolina
Student Government

@UofSCSG

@UofSCStudentGovernment

